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INTRODUCTION 
 
As the operator of an aerodrome licensed under the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations (CASR 
Part 139) the Airport Operator is obliged to include in its Aerodrome Manual procedures for the 
control of surface vehicles operating on or near the movement area (Appendix 1 to CASR 
subparagraph 139.095 (a)(ii)). 
 
This Guide has been produced by Darwin International Airport in the interests of safety airside 
and as a quick reference guide to explain the rules which apply to all drivers operating Airside. 
 
The  Airside Drivers Guide forms part of the Aerodrome Operations Manual Part 2 Section 10  
for Darwin International Airport and should be read in conjunction with the more detailed 
óAirside Vehicle Control Handbookô (Airports Act 1996 -Control of vehicle Movements). 
 
To be able to drive airside you will need to pass the Darwin International Airport driving test, hold 
a current Aviation Security Identification Card (ASIC), and hold a current State or Territory 
driverôs licence. 
 
This booklet contains information that will enable you to satisfactorily complete your Authority to 
Drive Airside (ADA) test. It is recommended that you study the Airside Drivers Guide before 
attempting the DIA driving test. 
 

Copies of the Airside Drivers Guide are available from the DIA Terminal Control Centre, adjacent 
Gate 6 or Phone: 08 8920 1805. 
 

SAFETY SUMMARY 
 
Your safety is important to us and as a holder of an Authority to Drive Airside you are 
responsible for your own safety and the safety of those around you. Here are some safety points 
to remember: 
 
Aircraft have the Right of Way ï It is important you understand the environment you work in is 
an aerodrome. The road system on this aerodrome will take you behind and around aircraft. 
You must remain observant at all times. You must look-out for aircraft movement ï even behind 
you. 
 
Know where you are ï The airfield is a complex environment for new and inexperienced 
drivers. Category 2 drivers are NOT allowed to drive on Taxiways and Runways. If you find 
yourself lost ï STOP where you are, someone will come by to help. If you have access to a 
phone you can call DIA Operations on 0402 088 145. 
 
See and be Seen ï Remember you must always wear High Visibility Clothing and Personal 
Protective Equipment whenever you alight from your vehicle and only park in designated areas. 
 
Communication ï Mobile phones and radios can be a distraction. If you must use a hands free 
phone ï keep it short. Concentrate on what you are doing but remember your safety distances. 
 
Report of Incidents ï Drivers who are involved in an accident whilst driving Airside must 
immediately report the accident to DIA Operations (0402 088 145 ï 24hrs) or 
operations.darwin@ntairports.com.au 

mailto:operations.darwin@ntairports.com.au


Darwin International Airport                                                                                  May 2008 

Airside Drivers Guide                                                                                              Page 4 of 40 

1.0 GENERAL TRAFFIC CONTROL 
 
The control of surface vehicles operating on or near the movement area is the responsibility of 
DIA. DIA has legislative powers to enforce the rules on both drivers and companies. 
 
Drivers must carry a current Authority to Drive Airside (ADA), a current State or Territory driverôs 
licence and display a current ASIC at all times while airside. 
 
Driving on the Manoeuvring Area (Runways and Taxiways) is strictly prohibited and Category 2 
drivers are not licensed to do. Driving on these areas is subject to clearance by Air Traffic 
Control. 
 
To operate on the Manoeuvring areas, drivers must use a radio equipped (ATC frequencies) 
vehicle, hold an óAircraft Radiotelephone Operators Certificate of Proficiencyô and hold a current 
Authority to Drive Airside Category 3 or 4. 
 

2.0 WHO CAN DRIVE AIRSIDE? 
 
2.1 No person shall drive a vehicle on the Airside unless: 

a) The person holds a current Authority To Drive Airside valid for the area of 
operation and understands the regulations and restrictions which apply to the 
movement area. 

 

 
 

b) The vehicle has a current Authority For Use Airside. 
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c) The person is the holder of a current Aviation Security Identification Card (ASIC). 

 

      
 
 

d) The person holds a current State or Territory motor vehicle driverôs licence. 
 

2.2 If you have your State or Territory driving licence suspended or is disqualified, and is the 
holder of an Authority to Drive Airside, they must immediately notify both their company 
and DIA, surrendering the Authority to the Operations Manager DIA, within 48 hours of 
the suspension or disqualification. 

 
2.3 If you are notified by DIA that your Authority to Drive Airside has been cancelled or 

suspended. You driver must surrender it to the Operations Manager : 
a) immediately if notified while in charge of a vehicle airside; 
b) otherwise within 48 hours. 

 
2.4 Drivers must wear a current ASIC when working airside and are required to 

produce their ADA, and State or Territory Driverôs Licence upon request by an 
authorised person. 

 
2.5 A driver may be permitted to drive a Vehicle airside without the appropriate authorities 

provided the Vehicle is under supervision (escort) of a compliant Vehicle suitable 
authorised and equipped, and driven by a Driver with such authorities, such as an Airport 
Operations Officer. 

3.0 OBTAINING AN AUTHORITY TO DRIVE AIRSIDE 
 

3.1 Prior to sitting the Authority to Drive Airside test the applicant must complete a minimum 
of: 
1. 4 hours driving, of which at least one hour to be conducted by night on the airside for 

Category 1 or 2; 
2. 8 hours driving, of which at least 2 hours to be conducted by night on the Airside for 

Category 3 or 4. 
 

Driving Airside whilst training must be under the supervision of an experienced Authority 
to Drive Airside holder, equivalent to or higher than the Category of licence being applied 
for and the Driverôs Log as in Attachment óAô is to be completed. 
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Once the required training is completed, contact the Terminal Control Centre to book in 
for a test. 

 
3.2 Applicants failing up to three (3) questions in the DIA theory test will be verbally tested.. 

Should they again be unsuccessful, they may resit the test after a mandatory 
study/training period of no less than 24 hours 

 
3.3 Applicants failing more than three (3) questions will not be permitted to sit the test again 

until a mandatory study/training period of no less than 24 hours. 
 
3.4 An Authority to Drive Airside is valid for 24 months from the date of issue. 
 
3.5 Category 3 and 4 Authorities to Drive Airside are only issued to drives who hold an 

Aircraft Radiotelephone Operators Certificate of Proficiency issued through CASA by an 
approved issuing authority and must be produced at the time of application. 

 
3.6  Authority to Drive Airside will not be issued until the applicant is the holder of an 

approved ASIC. 
 
3.7       If you are driving under an Authority to Drive Airside you must: 

a) Be familiar with the latest Airside Drivers Guide. 
b) Understand the limitations which apply to the movement area. 
c) Be familiar with airport layout and designations of the runways and taxiways 

(Category 3 and 4); and comply with the prescribed radio procedures.  
 

3.8 It is the responsibility of the authorised driver to ensure that he or she resits the 
appropriate tests prior to the expiry of the ADA. 

 
3.9 The following categories indicate where a driver is authorised to operate. Refer also to 
 the map shown in Appendix B. 
 

Category 1:   Perimeter roads only 
Category 2:   Airside roads and Aprons 
Category 3:   Airside roads, Aprons and Taxiways 
Category 4:   All Airside Areas 
 
Exemptions: the following exemptions apply at Darwin International Airport. 
 
1) The holder of a Category 2 Authority to Drive airside has exemption from requiring a 

Category 3 Authority to Drive Airside when pushing aircraft back onto Taxiway B2 
and E2 from the RPT Apron; and when towing aircraft on the RPT Apron via 
Taxiways B2 and E2. 

 
2) The holder of a Category 2 Authority to Drive Airside has exemption from requiring a 

Category 3 Authority to Drive Airside when towing aircraft to/from the Helicopter 
Apron to Taxiway U. 

 
3) The holder of a Category 3 Authority to Drive Airside has exemption from requiring a 

Category 4 Authority to Drive Airside when towing aircraft across the threshold of 
RWY 18/36 to/from the Taxiway Charlie 4 óCompass Swingô area and Ground Engine 
Run site. 

 
4) Information regarding cat 2 driving in GA area taxi lanes. 
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Note these exemptions do no preclude the requirement to obtain permission for 
ATC to operate on Taxiways or cross Runway 18/36. 

 
 

4.0 RULES FOR DRIVING SAFELY AIRSIDE 

4.1 General Rules  

 

¶ If a person or company acts in contravention of the Airside Vehicle Control Guide, DIA 
may suspend or withdraw the Authority to Drive Airside and/or Authority for Use 
Airside. 

 

¶ Only persons having lawful authority or excuse are permitted to enter designated 
prohibited areas on the Airport. 

 

¶ Only persons holding a current Aviation Security Identification Card may enter a 
designated security restricted area on Darwin International Airport (or a person holding 
a valid DIA Visitor Pass and escorted by an ASIC holder). 

 

¶ Drivers are required to carry their State or Territory driverôs licence with them whenever 
driving airside. 

 

¶ Drivers must show their Driverôs Licence and Authority to Drive Airside upon demand 
by DIA Airport Operations Officers and, where any rules have been breached or the 
driver involved in an accident, produce these documents to any person having 
reasonable grounds to inspect them. 

 

¶ Drivers must ensure they remain current and up to date with the latest edition of the 
Airside Drivers Guide (contact DIA TCC for latest edition). 

 

¶ Drivers must not drive while affected by alcohol or drugs. 
 

¶ When driving airside you must obey all regulatory signs and speed limits. 
 

¶ Where roads or vehicle lane-ways are marked, drivers must comply with the first rule of 
the road, which is KEEP TO THE LEFT. 

 

¶ Drivers are to drive in a safe and orderly manner that will not endanger aircraft or the 
safety of any other person. 

 

¶ Do not drive any apron equipment UNLESS you have been trained and authorised to 
operate it. 

 

¶ The driver must not whilst driving answer or use a hand-held mobile phone. This 
requirement does not apply to the driver of a vehicle responding to the activation of the 
Airport Emergency Plan. 

 

¶ The use of mobile phones/radios is not permitted within 15 metres of a hydrant 
point, aircraft fuel tank filling point or vent outlet when that aircraft is being 
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refuelled; and 15 metres from any aircraft when not refuelling, unless authorised by 
the aircraft operator to approach the aircraft. 

 
 

¶ When driving vehicles airside drivers are to ensure all items being carried or in a 
vehicle are adequately covered or secured to prevent spillage. Vehicle operators 
towing baggage/freight trolleys must ensure that their load is properly secured. 

 

¶ Drivers who are involved in an accident whilst driving Airside must immediately report 
the accident to DIA Operations, however minor the circumstances may seem (Mobile 
number 0402 088 145 24H). A written incident report is to be provided to DIA within a 
reasonable time after the accident. Note incident reports can be emailed to 
operations.darwin@ntairports.com.au  

 

¶ All instructions by DIA Operations Officers must be obeyed. 

 

4.2  AIRSIDE VEHICLE SPEED LIMITS 

 

¶ When Airside, drivers must obey all signs and, unless otherwise indicated adhere to 
the following speed limits: 

 
Apron Area 10 kph Max unless otherwise marked. 

Airside Roads Adjacent Apron Area 10 kph Max 

Elsewhere on DIA Property 25 kph unless otherwise marked. 

RAAF Property In accordance with RAAF regulations 
and signage. 

 
Note: The airside roadways adjacent the RPT Apron Area are óShared Zonesô. 
Pedestrians and Vehicles move about on these roadways. Caution is required at all 
times. 

 

¶ The speed limits indicated above are the maximum for that area. Drivers are to decide 
the safest speed to drive to suit the existing circumstances and current environment. 
Drivers must slow and use caution when driving in and around the Baggage Make Up 
area and near Gate 6; and when driving near unserviceable areas e.g. during airside 
works. 

 

¶ Approval to vary these speeds is only given to drivers involved in an Airport 
Emergency Plan (AEP), runway inspections, or under direction of ATC. 

 
 

4.3 VEHICLES 

            
            A vehicle operator must not operate or permit the operation of a vehicle airside without 

supervision unless: 
 

¶ Vehicle has a current DIA Authority for Use Airside affixed to the right hand side of the 
windscreen, or affixed in a visible holder. 

 

mailto:operations.darwin@ntairports.com.au
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¶ Each vehicle must be readily identifiable; the vehicle has on its side, front or rear a 
clearly displayed company logo. 

 

¶ When a vehicle is no longer required for Airside use, the vehicle permit sticker (AUA) is 
to be removed and returned to DIA. 

 

¶ Drivers of all vehicles are to ensure that the vehicle they are driving airside is fully 
serviceable. 

 

¶ Drivers must immediately notify the vehicle operator as soon as they become aware of 
any defect in a vehicle. 

 

¶ A vehicle must not operate with a passenger load in excess of its designated capacity. 
 Remember: NO SEAT, NO RIDE. 
 

¶ No riding of bicycles is permitted airside, except on Perimeter Road or as authorised by 
the Operations Manager. 

 

¶ All vehicles operating airside are to display an amber/orange/yellow flashing or rotating 
light mounted on top of vehicle, so as to provide 360 degrees visibility (MOS Part 139 
Section 9.19). 

  

4.4  VEHICLE ROUTES AND PROCEDURES ON MOVEMENT AREAS 

 

¶ Aircraft and Aircraft under tow have right of way at all times. 
 

¶ At a number of points along the Perimeter/Airside Road there are crossings of 
operational (live) and Taxiways marked on each side by a white ózipperô line e.g. when 
crossing Taxiway Uniform in front of Air North hanger and when crossing Taxiways 
Victa and Yankee. 

 
Drivers are to exercise extreme caution at these crossing points and must bring 
their vehicle to a stop and in all cases óGive Way to Aircraftô 

  

¶ Under no circumstances are Category 1 and 2 ADA drivers permitted to enter or cross 
a Runway or Taxiway other than the locations identified as óLive Taxiway Crossingsô as 
shown on the map in Appendix B to this pocketbook and the listed exemptions (refer 
3.5). 

  

¶ Airside and Perimeter Roads (where marked) must be used to traverse Aprons, Taxi-
lanes and Taxiways. 

 

¶ Taxiways must not be used as shortcuts. 
 

¶ Vehicles traveling on Airside Roads have right of way over Vehicles entering or 
crossing roadways. 

 

¶ For vehicles to be permitted onto apron areas they must be: 
a) Directly connected with the fuelling or servicing of aircraft; 
b) Carrying items that cannot be handled by normal freight trolleys; 
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c) Associated with aerodrome works and under escort; 
d) Emergency Service Vehicles in emergency circumstances and under escort. 
 

     

¶ No vehicle may enter an unserviceable area as outlined by a marking, marker or 
lighting unless there is an operational requirement to do so. (Note: Unserviceable areas 
are marked by White and Red cones by day and Red lights by night). 

 

¶ Under declared Low Visibility conditions, all non-essential Vehicles operating Airside 
shall cease operations. Any vehicles needing to operate on or near aircraft apron areas 
shall exercise extreme caution.  

 

¶ It is mandatory that once you leave your vehicle, you wear High Visibility Clothing at 
all times when airside. 

 

¶ Drivers of all vehicles on the Security Restricted Area (SRA) are to take a proactive 
approach to security. This includes ensuring they police the wearing of ASICs by other 
personnel working around them. Persons not in possession of an ASIC are to be 
instructed to vacate the area immediately. Any person found not to be carrying a valid 
ASIC (or Visitor Pass and being escorted by an ASIC holder) should be reported to 
Airport staff immediately. 

 

¶ Drivers of vehicles accessing airside from landside through an authorised gate are to 
watch for other vehicles and give right of way in accordance with Territory laws. They 
are to ensure that the gate is FULLY OPEN before proceeding and STOP after passing 
through to ensure gate is PROPERLY CLOSED before departing the area. Remember 
NO TAILGATING. 

 

¶ Drivers of all vehicles are to monitor movement areas for FOD (Foreign Object 
Damage). FOD is any loose item that could be ingested into a jet engine or blown in 
such a manner as to damage an aircraft. Any FOD items should be removed 
immediately from aprons, taxiways and runways. 

 

¶ Drivers of all vehicles are to guard against fuel/oil spills on the apron. Under no 
circumstances may a vehicle be driven through fuel/oil spills. Spills are a hazard to the 
operation of the airport, to the environment, airport personnel and passengers. All spills 
should be reported to DIA Operations and cleaned up properly. 

 

¶ Drivers involved in towing rolling stock should refer to their companyôs Standard 
Operating Procedure (SOP) regarding the number that can be towed safely by their 
company equipment. 

 

¶ If your vehicle becomes immobilised the following actions are to be taken: 
a) Ensure rotating beacon is switched on; 
b) Activate the vehicle emergency flashers; 
c) Ensure that no items have spilled from the vehicle and that there is no debris on 

the area you have been driving. All debris is to be removed immediately (e.g. 
shredded tyre rubber).  

d) Make sure that any fuel/oil spill is reported and cleaned up properly. 
e) Notify the Duty Airport Operations Officer. 
f) If the vehicle is left unattended ensure, the handbrake is on, the keys are left in 

the ignition and the vehicle is left unlocked. 
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g) If the vehicle is on an active taxiway, runway or blocking an aircraft parking apron, 
then ATC is to be notified immediately via radio or telephone.  

 
 
 
 

4.5 SAFETY AROUND AIRCRAFT 

 

¶ Drivers must be aware of safety distances when driving in the vicinity of parked aircraft: 
 

1) Drivers should not drive, stop or park a vehicle within 3 metres of parked aircraft, 
except when required for servicing of that aircraft; 

 
2) Drivers should not drive vehicles within 15 metres of a hydrant point, aircraft fuel 

tank filling point or vent outlet during fuelling operations unless there is an 
operational requirement to do so. Any contact with the fuel hydrants, hoses and 
cables that are connecting the aircraft with the refuelling vehicle must be avoided at 
all cost. 

 Emergency Fuel Shut Down buttons are located on the apron lighting poles at each 
aircraft parking bays 1 to 8 and on board the refuelling vehicle. 

 

    
 
 Aircraft operators and those drivers servicing aircraft must adhere to the 

requirements of Civil Aviation Order 20.9 refer to website: 
http://www.casa.gov.au/dowmload/orders/Cao20/2009.pdf 

 
3) Drivers must stay well clear of an aircraft when the anti-collision beacons are 

operating. Anti- collision beacons indicate that the engines are running or about to 
be started or that the aircraft is about to be moved. The beacons are usually 
displayed above and below the aircraft fuselage on larger aircraft and on top of the 
tail on smaller aircraft types. The beacons are flashing red coloured. 

 
  Always stay at least 75 metres away from the rear of operating aircraft to 

avoid engine blast. Note this distance may increase for larger aircraft and at 
breaks release thrust. 

  
  Engine ingestion is the term used to describe the way in which and aircraft can 

suck anything into its intake area. Always stay at least 7.5 metres from the front 
and to the side of engines to avoid ingestion. 

 

http://www.casa.gov.au/dowmload/orders/Cao20/2009.pdf
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 Aircraft propellers (and helicopter rotor blades) are just as dangerous as jet 
engines. Once spinning, they can be almost impossible to see. Wash from 
propellers is also a hazard and should be treated just the same as jet blast. 

 
  Never approach or drive behind an aircraft with its engines running. 

             

¶ Drivers must give way to all moving aircraft including aircraft under tow. 
 

¶ Never drive under the wing or fuselage of an aircraft except where expressly 
authorised (eg. Refuelling). You may be injured or your vehicle could easily damage 
sensitive and expensive aircraft components.  

 

¶ When parking a vehicle at the side of an aircraft, care should be taken to ensure other 
services, such as refuelling and catering are not impeded, and the wheels should be 
turned away from the aircraft. Never turn towards the aircraft when intending to vacate 
the area. 

 

¶ Drivers of airside vehicles should avoid reversing. If a vehicle cannot be removed 
safely without a reversing procedure then the driver should take the following 
procedures: 
1) Apply the handbrake and turn off the engine; 
2) Physically check behind and above for any possible obstructions; 
3) Ensure that someone is available to stand near the vehicle to warn of any possible 

collision. 
 

¶ When marshalling duties are being performed, drivers must ensure that they do not 
impede or drive near a Marshaller or the aircraft under their control. 

          

¶ The safety of passengers on the apron areas is paramount at all times, Vehicles must 
give way to passengers being escorted between an aircraft and the terminal. 

 

¶ Vehicles must not drive between aircraft when an aircraft is parked on a stand-off Bay 
whilst passengers are boarding or disembarking. 

 

¶ Where vehicle traffic must cross a passenger crossing extreme caution must be 
exercised. 

 

¶ Damage to aircraft, however slight, could have fatal consequences and should be 
reported immediately. REPORT ALL DAMAGE. 

 

4.6 AIRSIDE VEHICLE PARKING RESTRICTIONS 

 

¶ Vehicles and equipment must not be parked within 2 metres óairsideô and 3 metres 
ólandsideô of an airside/landside boundary fence. 

  

¶ Equipment Storage Areas are defined by a single unbroken red line. They define 
areas where vehicles and equipment may be parked clear of aircraft. Vehicles must 
always be parked behind these lines. 
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¶ Equipment Clearance (or Staging) Areas are defined by a broken red line. These 
areas are used only for the staging of equipment prior to the arrival of an aircraft and 
equipment must NOT be left unattended in these areas. 

 

¶ Drivers must ensure vehicles; plant and equipment are parked in designated areas. 
Where designated areas are not provided, they are only to be stored behind marked 
equipment storage lines on aprons. They must not be parked where they will obstruct 
aircraft, other vehicles or pedestrians. 

 

¶ When a vehicle is left unattended in other than designated parking areas, doors must 
be closed but unlocked, keys in the ignition and the handbrake on. So that it may be 
moved when impeding the safe movement of aircraft or other vehicles and in an 
emergency. 

 

4.7 SUPERVISION OF UNAUTHORISED DRIVERS AND VEHICLES AIRSIDE 

 
¶ Drivers holding an ADA may be required to provide supervision for unauthorised 

drivers and vehicles by: 
a) Escorting the supervised Vehicle with an authorised Vehicle;  
b) Riding in the supervised Vehicle; 
c) Accompanying the supervised Vehicle on foot; and 
d) Directing the supervised Vehicle from a vantage point as approved by the 

Operations Manager (e.g. Works Safety Officer monitoring works Vehicles). 
 

 

¶ The driver of the escorting Vehicle must ensure the driver of the supervised Vehicle is 
aware of: 
a) the requirement to keep the Vehicle being escorted at a reasonable distance 

behind the escorting Vehicle so that adequate supervision is provided; 
b) The route to be taken; 
c) Speed limits; 
d) Any pre-arranged signals to deal with problems that may arise; 
e) No smoking; 
f) Any restrictions on the use of mobile phones and radios; 

  
In particular you must ensure the driver understands the ñGIVE WAY TO AIRCRAFT 
RULEò at all times even if the aircraft is under tow. 
 
A person providing an escort for another Vehicle must hold a current ADA of the 
appropriate category. 
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5.0 AIRSIDE, MARKERS, MARKINGS AND SIGNS 
 

All drivers must be familiar with the meaning and form of airside marking (visual aids) and 
comply with what they mean.  
 
Visual aids are cues for pilots, marshallers, air traffic controllers and AIRSIDE VEHICLE 
DRIVERS to help them provide a safe environment for aircraft operations. Visual aids comprise: 

 
× markings, markers, and signs (visible by day); and 
× lights and beacons (visible by night). 

 

5.1 BASIC VISUAL AIDS 

 

Road Signs 
 
Common road signs are used Airside and mean exactly what they do on public roads. Take 
notice of all airside signage on the Airport, particularly STOP and GIVE WAY signs and 
remember depending on the area SPEED LIMITS will vary. 
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Perimeter/Airside Roads 
 
Marked by a single continuous white line on each side, perimeter roads are Airside roads which 
remain clear of the Manoeuvring area except in areas where the road crosses a taxiway. Where 
the airside road is located adjacent to an apron/taxiing aircraft, the apron side is marked with a 
continuous double white line. This indicates DO NOT CROSS (unless there is an operational 
requirement to do so). 

 
 
 

      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Live Taxiway Crossing 
 
Marked by a white ñzipperò line on each side of the perimeter road crossing a ñlive taxiwayò. 
Drivers should use extreme caution, remain within the ñzipperò perimeter road markings and give 
way to aircraft at all times. 
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Cones and Gable Markers 
 
Coloured cones are used to mark the following areas: 
 
 

 
 

Taxiway and Apron Edge ï yellow cone to mark the edge of an aircraft apron area. 
 
 
 

 
 

               Unserviceability Area ï white with red band to mark the unserviceable area.   
       Only authorised personnel may enter these areas with extreme caution. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Helicopter Apron Edge ï blue cone to mark the edge of the helicopter parking area. 
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Works Area Limit ïorange witches hat to define the limit of works area. 
 

Runway strip 
 
White gable markers (rectangular) mark the edge of the runway strip. Vehicles are not permitted 
to enter the runway strip without clearance from ATC. 
 

 
 

Movement Area Guidance Signs (MAGS) 
 
Movement Area Guidance Signs are used to provide mandatory instructions and/or information 
to pilots. They are also used to alert drivers. 
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Centre and Edge of Runway Surface. 
 

These markings indicate the centre and edge of a runway. The centerline is marked by a white 
broken line and the edge is a continuous white line. 

 

        
 
Centre and edge of Taxiway surface 
 
These markings indicate the centre and edge of a taxiway. The centerline of a taxiway surface is 
marked by a continuous yellow line and the edge of the taxiway surface is a continuous double 
yellow line. The double yellow line also indicates low strength pavement from the outside edge. 

 

                                
 

Runway Holding Position  
 
These indicate the holding positions for vehicles (and aircraft) prior to entering the runway. They 
are defined by two continuous yellow lines and two broken yellow lines the width of the taxiway. 
 
Note Runway Holding Position markings must not be passed without appropriate ATC 
clearances and Category 4 Airside Driving Authority. 

 

 
 












































